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state, and the island of Puerto Rico is in a state of alarm. Due to massive debt and a depleted economy, they are pleading with
the government to refrain from forcing Puerto Rico to make an unprecedented $123 billion tax on the island’s richest businesses
in order to pay for the island’s massive debts. The island also wants the government to stop calling Puerto Rico a “corrupt” city,
which it was formally called by the Obama administration for a decade and now wants to have the derogatory term removed.
The island is also in the process of asking Washington to approve the sale of the island’s power company. Puerto Rico’s
government is for sale, but the Governor of Puerto Rico, Ricardo Rosselló, has refused to sell it. He wants the government of
New York to approve the sale. New York is the largest contributor of federal dollars to Puerto Rico’s government, so if the sale
is approved, it would cut New York’s contribution to the island in half. New York’s governor, Andrew Cuomo, has already met
with Rosselló twice and both times have stated that he was not supportive of the sale. But Rosselló insists that he is still willing
to sell. Rosselló has also asked for additional emergency relief funds from the United States government, which is currently
embroiled in a political fight with Democrats over the approval of funds for hurricane relief. Puerto Rico’s government has been
closed for four days, since June 13th, to allow the island’s residents time to vote in the referendum on July 22nd. The vote will
be to determine whether or not to remain a U.S. territory or become a state. The question on the ballot will be “Do you want to
continue living in a United States territory, or do you want to become the 51st state?” The island’s residents have been trying to
find a way out of their economic crisis for the last eight years. Puerto Ricans have lived as U.S. 82157476af
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